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Original Apartheid Hustler
The fiction and fabrications of Dugmore Boetie

Benjamin N. Lawrance & Vusumuzi R. Kumalo

Original Apartheid Hustler is the remarkable story of an enigma, Dugmore Boetie, a
writer best known for the posthumously published Familiarity is the Kingdom of the
Lost (1969), his humorous autobiographical novel narrating the topsy-turvy life, from
the 1920s to 1950s, of a fictionalised Sophiatown-born youth.

Engaging multiple registers, Original Apartheid Hustler is a biographical study, a
literary deconstruction of Boetie’s writings, and a decolonial meditation on apartheid-
era exploitation and erasure. Based on archival research and interviews with Boetie’s
family and friends today, the authors take the reader on a quest to understand
Boetie’s background, his struggle to find his place as an artist and writer, and his
collaborations and interactions with prominent Black and white intellectuals, including
Ruth First, Nat Nakasa, Nadine Gordimer, and Barney Simon. Simon was instrumental
in bringing international attention to Boetie’s work, but also asserted control over his
copyright and ultimately shaped Boetie’s legacy.

Drawing on historical and literary analysis, Benjamin N. Lawrance and Vusumuzi
R. Kumalo unravel the webs of fact, fantasy, and myth, exposing the highly racialised
socio-cultural, political, legal, and intellectual violence Boetie and his legacy suffered
during and after apartheid. They reveal Boetie’s resilient self-fashioning, his multiple
fabricated identities, and the concealment of his disability and political activities.

Original Apartheid Hustler is a profound new contribution to debates about
authorship, privilege, legacy, and race, from the twentieth century to the present day.

About the Authors

Benjamin N. Lawrance is Professor of History at the University of Arizona. He
is the author of Amistad’s Orphans: An Atlantic Story of Children, Slavery,
and Smuggling (2014) amongst other books. He is a research fellow at the
Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study (JIAS).
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5 Unique Selling Points

1. The first full biography of Dugmore Boetie, the pen name of South African journalist, writer, and musician Douglas
Mahonga Buti (c. 1924 — November 1966) — the enigmatic writer behind Familiarity is the Kingdom of the Lost —
uncovering his life, art, and erasure under apartheid.

2. Agripping literary investigation that blends biography, archival research and oral history to restore a forgotten Black
South African voice.

3. Decolonial critique and cultural history. The book reveals how white patronage and publishing shaped Black literary
production in South African writing in the 1950s-60s, showing collaboration, exploitation, and resilience across the
global literary landscape.

4. Ariveting exploration of myth and identity, tracing Boetie’s “hustle” through fiction, performance, and self-fashioning in
the Drum magazine world of 19505 Sophiatown, Johannesburg.

5. A major interdisciplinary contribution to literary studies, publishing history, and cultural biography — one of very few
such accounts offering the complex publishing history of a South African literary text, Familiarity is the Kingdom of
the Lost.
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